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Hough the Credit of the fo mvch ridicuPd and exploded 
Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience be ſirfhciently retrieved and 
vindicated, in a late Book dcducirg the Hiitory of it, 
and proving it by clear and irconteſtible Evidences to be 

the nniverſal Doctrine of the Church of Fng/and, from the dawning 
of the happy Reformation, even to thete times; yet I am not 1gno- 
rant what a deadly Wound the late Behaviour of ſome, to contra- 
ry to their avowed Principles, may give at lealt to fume of the 
L iy-Members of our Church, whoſe Fairh and Perfeverarce p-r- 
haps may ſtagger, upon comparing the Practic's with the D: Ce 
trines of tom® of their moſt eminent Spiritual Gmdes, vpon Which 
thole avowed Enemies of our Church, «he Romani? and the Atbaſt, 
may rake occation thus to accolt them. * What think vou now 
* (may the Remamiſt ſay) of your D:wimes of the Church of England, 
* whom vou have had fo much in Repurtationz taking them to be 
* the oncly Guides that can ſhew you the way to Heaven? How 
* fickle and urconſtant are they, hike a Weathc? Cock, ther rurns 
* with the Wind, or as one exprelics it, calcu/armg their Sermens 
* merely for the preſent Circumſt ances, as if the Vulpit were but a Rind of 
* a Weathir-Glaſs, wherem the Ditivme of Obedzence to Governuirs us 
* big ber or lower, according to the Temperature or Variation of cutward 
* /iffairs: Or, as another ſpeaks, Shi/tmg her Prmerples with thei 
* Intereſts; and, to ſerve a turn, camplymg at one 111e 4th that which 
« they condemn (at another. They plead for the Prir ce as long as the 
* Prince does plead for them, and uphold their Intereſt. They can 
* toaſt of a fine, glorious, termporizuing Loyalty, and exale the Prero- 
* gative, as long as it defends their Honours and Preferments. Bur 
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« when that Shadow proves dficiznr, and wirhers like Toneb's 
* Gourd, then with the angry Propher they can fall ro curting : 
*« When the King hearkens not unto them, then with that revoiring 
* Pcop!e they cry out, Hhbat Portion bawe we w David ? Nether have 
&« we Inberitance in the Sin of Jelle : To your Temts, Olltacl: Nw jee ro 
* thine rn Houſe, David. 

* Thus your cclebrated Divine, like other mutable Morrals, are 

« given to charge, rho1:gh they have ofren repeated and {founded 
«1n your, Ears thar Conn] of Wifiom, My Son, fear thou the Lord 
&« ,n1 the K, ng, and meddle not 1ith them that are given t6 change. 

* Bur we are fixcd and conttant in our PrinCiptes, ard mmova- 

* bl. 58 a Rock, and ſo appear 10 be the gentine Sons of an infalli- 
* ble Mother, trre Members of the Church which is built won the 
" Ruck, agamſt which the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail. Thar wh ch 
< om Alvertarics brand with the name of Erronr, and we call Truth, 
* we ſtout'y ard bravely own, and refolutely maintain, cverto the 
« lo's of our Lives, and the ſhedding of our deareſt Bloud ; bur that 
* which they call Truth, when it difi-rves their Intereſt, they renounce 
* as Errour, and bluſh and are aſhamed ro own, publithing their 
* Retrattartiors in Imitation of rhe great Saint Auſt: Whereas 
* what he delivered was a pilp:iblz Errur, and confulled'y con- 
*trary ; but what thy have caught, 1s owned to be agrecable to 
* the holy Scriptures: What he (iid was ſpoken raſhly, and bur 
* Once, and condemned by the Ortkodox ; but whar they dehive Ted 
« was npon mature detiLeriton, and fr. quently repeated, (of 
* which every Anmverſarv was a Wirnels, ) and-the aniverial Doc- 
* trine of the Reform=g Church. Thott dry and infipid Dottrines, 
* which are to1 ſ1b;im *and m-taphytical for their Underitandings, 
* they quarrel with ; whilit that which chey iy we teach, and th'y 
* condemn, when it Drov.'e Argumentum ab util;, they freely efpouſe, 
* condemning it in tie Theory, but «approving, it the Pratlick; the 
* Depoſing of Kmgs h-1ng, (they tell 11s) che Doctrine of rhe Church of 

* Rome, but the Priftice of the Church of England; yea, and therr 

* Dottrive roo; r'1» Soul of Pop-ry, being by I know nor what Ae- 
- tamplych'ſis tra iſnugrated into a Proteitant Clurch , whoſe Ruli. 

* pion is INterolt, woot? Gorlline's 1s Gain, whoſe Curitti in Polricks 

«are blend-4 with MachavePs Maxims,, and the Leviatban Pri C- 

«ples, from wirnce: they have learned and- taught, like expert 

" « Hobbiſts, That Power is wget 6 1 the Body of the People ; that rhe 
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” Fondation of all'Groerament is laid in CompaBt; avd that the Breach of 
”P Conditions by one Party, di penſes uih the Duty of the atber, tbowgh con 
” firmed by Sacraments, Oaths, and reiterated Promiſes; that a Price 
&« may be oppoſed te bis Politick, though not in bas per/onal Capacity ; that 
« 2hen Religion is a part of owr Property, it may be defended ; and that the 
&« Determmations of Providence ave to be followed ; or that the Projperity of 
© a Cauſe wu 4 Mark of ts Goodneſs. Open vour Eves therefore, ] be- 
* {eech you, dear Chrifiens, and behold the Vanity ard Urcconitan- 
* cy of your fallible Guides, and renounce their Condit, and 
* erutt your Souls with wiſer and more faithful Leaders ; abandon 
* their Errours, which, hke the tremulous Light, are variabie ard 
*« jnconſiſtent, ſhore-liv'd and vaniſhing 5 and embrace the Trith, 
« One and Uniform,Erernal ard Intallible. Thus pleads the fly ard 
inſmuating Romenift on the one hand, and no leis crafiily ralks rhe 
bluſtering Arbeit on the oth.r, who rhus aflauits our zealous 
Proteſtant : 

« You ſee now what a magnificent Cheat and glorious Jugg!le 
« Religion is. You ſee how you have been impoſed upon by the 
&* Men im black, who do not believe themſelves, nor thew own Prin- 
« ciples, who tell you fine Tales of another World, ard an inv//i- 
* ble I know not what; of the: Joys of Heaven, and the glories of 
« Pafadiſe, with as much Art as the Heathen Fables defcribe their 
« Elizum; and teriife and frighten you with the darkneſs ard 
« horrovr of the botromleſs Pit, the unquenchable Fire of Topber, 
« the Brimſtone of the burning Lake, and thut great Bugbear the 
« evil; and all this either to allure or (care'you to your Duty : 
« which they them(elves do not regard.” With what lively colors 
« have they painted out the Sin of Reſiſftence and Diſchedience to out 
«Jawfitll Sovereign ? How execrabl-, how black- and damnable 
* a Crime have they told us it is, Adultery and Murther, though 
* of a Crimſon die, falling ſhort of it ? How oftcr have they told 
* tsz that we muſt {ibm not onely © a Kind and gentle, but to 
a frowurd Maſter; 'nor onely to a good, but an evil Prince; 
* yea, thongh he commences -a-cruc] and bloudy Tyrant, and p*r- 
«f.cores his People, contrary to Law and Fuftice : That Prayers 
« and Tears are the Weapors of the Church; thar Patient Sutte- 
* ring or F.ight is her only Rem-dy, referring her Cauſe to God, 
«who is Judge of the World, who in his own time will work _ 
Delt- 
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« Deliverance, or make her Reward ſo much the more glorions; 
* that we muſt ſubmit for the Lord's ſake, and for Conſcience 
* ſake, and that rhey that reſ6i# ſhall recerve to themſelves danmation. 
* Whercas cis too too cvident, that they neither tear the one, 
* nor regard the other ; the molt ſolemn Oaths and Engagemente, 
* the moſt ſacred Tics being all too weak to hold rhem within the 
* bounds of Duty, which the Laws of God and the Land indif- 
* p-nſibly bind them to; raking Counſel together againſt che 
*Lord, and againtt his annointed, ſaying, Let us break their Bonds 
© aſunter, and caſt away their Cords from us. To Which I might add 
* th-ir expoſing and ridicubag their own Leyal Dottrine, fiyling it 
* ſuperfin? Loya/ty , which has a dangerous and fatal tendency to 
* introduce Arbarery Power , and ruine and -enflave the Nation. 
* A Dolrime which they tell us now 48 monſtrous and abſurd, and 
«& which rhey ingcnuouſly confels, they mult repent of and recant. 
* A Dodrme which they ſevercly anathemariſe, and are ſtartled 
« and attrighted at; Which mult be baniſhed from their Pulpirs, 
« yea, and the Preacher too, that darcs open his Mouth in Vin 
« dication of, or makes ſome modeſt Reflexions upon it, which is 
© a Characteriſtick of an ill afiected Man, a mtrmuing Grumble- 
&* tonian, ons who cannot pronounce their Shboleth. 

* If theſe your ſpiritual Guides, your Preachers of Righreauſ. 
*' nels, were miſtaken in thoſe Points of Divinity, which they have 
* told us 1s warranted by the Word of God, how are you allured 
© that they are not miltaken jn all the reſt! 

 « Reſume therefore your Reaſon which you haye fo tamely re. 

* ſigned to your impoling, Guides, having-cauſe to ſuſpect that all 
* their Preaching is but elaborate Fable, a Politick Trick to-amule 
« your H-ads, and empty your Purſes and keep,you 1n awe 
© wich the frighefull Staries of inviſible Daamons, and that Chmnera 
« of Dammation. | Fo 

« Bz governed by the Rules of Morals, be juſt.to Men, and 
{ forget not to be Juſt to your ſelves 3 be nor, for the Jake/of (pe- 
* culative Fancies, guilty of a ſneaking pulilanimous Selt-demal, 
©« in point of Intereſt and Pleaſures wiyCl the World affords-you, 
& refolving, with St, Paul's Epicure, as the beſt Poluicks, Let us cat 
* and drink, for to morrow' wie aye. , 


Thus 
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* This both the Remariſt and. the Atbe/f aflavle ous zea!ors Pro» 
teftant, who upon better grounds than the High Prieft in the Gol- 
pel, may rent his Clothes, and cry out, Tbey have ſpoken Blaſphe- 
my ; they have blaſphemed God and Religion, rcproaching the 
Mother for the fault of ſome of her naughty wanton Children 
Who have ſuck'd her Breaſts, and been dandled upon her Knecs, 
and at length, like Jeſwruw, bave waxed fat and kicked, and rude- 
ly given-her the Lye, and ſpit in her venerable aged Face, and 
threaten to bring down her gray Hairs with ſorrow to the Grave; lo that 
fhe might juſtly complain in the words of the Prophet, appealing 
to- the inanimate Bodies, Hear, O Heavens, and g/ve ear, O Earth! 
I have nouriſhed, and breught up Children, and they have rebelled agapſt 
Me. 
So that here lies the true Grawamen, the Roct of the matter ; 
and the old Proverb may be here inverted, The Children have ea- 
ten ſowre Grapes, and the Parems Teeth are ſet on edge, The Children 
have finned, and the Parent muſt ſiſter ; they have olttended, and 
ſhe is guilty, and muſt bear the Blame and Shame. Though in- 
deed there is no more Reaſon to calummate and reproech, to de- 
ſpiſe gnd deſert the Chareb, and our moſt holy Religion, becaule of 
the undutifull Behaviour of ſome of her Children,. than there is to 
pronounce” Jehovah to be a falle God, becauſe the Iſraelites turned 
Idolaters, and worſhipped graven Images, and the Holt of Hea- 
ven; or to affirm that Feſws Chriſt was an Impoſtor,. becauſe one 
of his Diſciples denied him , and the reſt forſcok him, and fled. 
No wiſe man ever deſpiſed Preachiog of the Goſps], becauſe Ju- 
das was a Traitor; or the Gifts of the Holy Gholt, becauſe Symen 
the Sorcerer; a baptized Chriſtian, would have bought them with 
Money. Noone ever thought the worſe of Chriſtianity, becauſe 7u- 
lian turryd Apoſtate, and/many Chriſtian Kings and Prieſts imbil'd 
the Arian Hereſie. Even in ſecular Aikairs we are not Wont to con- 
demn and utterly renource the Thing, becauſe ſome Perſons have 
miſcarried in the nſe of it, The Mariner will not bid adicu to the 
Sea, and forbear to occupy+his buſineſs in the great Waters, be- 
cauſe ſome have been loſt and ſhipwreck'd there. .We do not curſe 
the Wind, and pray that it may blow no more, becaule ſome- 
times it has overthrawn Houſes and Steeples, and ſunk our Ships. 


We do not forſwear the ufe of Water ,, becauſe ſome have been 
4 drown 
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drowr'd ; or Fire, becauſe ſome have. been burnt by it, and' our 
ſtarely Bindings and Palaces have bcen rarned to Aſhes. No one 
13 ſo mad as to abandon his Trade, becauſe Ome who profels it 
turn Bankywpts, We do not abhorr, and for ever abandon the fe. 
male Sex in the lawſull uſe. of Marriage, becaule ſome of the 
Daughters of onr Iſrael eurned Harlots, and are impudent and 
ſh im-lels Serumpets. Becauſe fome are drunk with Wine, we do 
nor thorefore refolve to drink no more and with the raſh Lacede- 
monians, to cat down all the Vines. Nor do we forbear Eating, 
becaaſe ſme are gluttronous ; nor abjure the uſe of Phyſick, be- 
cauſe: ſhme, for want of Government, have been deſtroyd by it. 

And as abſard it is in ſpiritual. things to. deſpiſe the Vertue, 
becauſe of the miſcarriage of the Vitions who have prerend?d to ir, 
The Word of God is cqualy precious, though is the favour of 
D-ath unto D-ath to ſome, whilſt *ctis che ſayour of Life unto Life 
to others. *Tis unreatonable to deny the Faub, becauſe ſome, hawi 
put away a grod Conſcience, concerning Faith 'haue made Kenerk 
They who deſert-our Church, and deny the Faith, bycaliſ.» of the 
miſcarriages of ſome of their ſpiritual Guides, declare that they e- 
ſteemed the Melijengers more than the Meljage, or at legit che 
Meſſige for the. Metlengers ſaxe; that they received what they 
preached as the Word of Man, and not as the: Word of God, 

What St. Pawl fail tothe Corinthians, that:may | to ſuch Deſer- 
tors, or thoſe-thar are rempred to it, Was Paulicrucified for you ? Or 
were you baptized in the name of Paul? So fav 1, Was it li:ch or 
ſuch a ſpiritual Guide, was it ſuch or ſich a Reverend Dotter or 
Paſtor, that was crucified for you? Or were you baptized in his 
Nam??- Is it his Word, is it his Goſpel you received and believed? 
Is he the Captain of your Salvation? Is he'the Authour and Finiſhs 
er- of your Faith? - If fo, then indeed you may cry aut; T-chabed; 
The Glory is departed from- Iſrael. 

Be hear what was Saint Pan?s Senſe of this matter, -2 Cer. 2, 
T1, c. AndT, Brethren, when I came ta' you , came nat with excel« 
lency of Speech, or-of Wiſdom, declarmg wnto you. the Teftymony of God, 
For I determmed'unt to know any thing, amig you, ſave Fein Chriſh, 
and him evncified, and'l was with you m Weakod, and in; fear, end mn 
much ;rembling. | And my. Speech and my Preaching 81 08 with enti+ 
| | ing 
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mn, Power of Got And , Chap: "how. does 
f.. and his Brothet Apollo , us Wea Ftruments' in 
the hand r the powerful! God, as Mini ters, and not Lords of the 
Faich of Chriſtians, aſcribing all the Honour and Power to God, 
who.is the Author of Faith , and Giver of Grace, who» by his Al. 
mighty Influences and hea? ehly Bleffing , gave Increaſe to What 
Paul had planted, and Apollo watered: Who then i Pail, and who 
# Apollo, but Miniſters kr Je believe? T have planted, Apolle 
watered, but God gave the Increaſe; [0 then neither us he that planteth 
any thing, neither f that watereth, but God that giveth the Increa/e.---- 
So far was he from aſſuming, as Sm Mags did, 'the prond-and 
felling Charatter of the Great Power of Ged. 

And that they might not miſtake tim to be an-unerring Guide, 


_ and infallible Leader, the 'Agzami{wwr, the chief Sheepherd, he cau- 


tions them, Chap.1z. x. Be followers of me”, fays he, not fim- 
ply and abſolutely, but zaSws xg38 e157, art alſo am of Crip. He 
did not rcquire an implicit Faith and Obedience, mcrelv* on the 
account of his Auchoricy, but'cxhorrcd rhem to follow bim, as far 
as be did preach and att confonantly to the Rules of the Gojpel : 
if otherwiſe , if he ſhou!d bave receded from his own Principles , 
and acted contradictorily to Goſpel Faith and Manners, be did nor 
dcfire or expec} to be follow cd; nay, he imphes that chev ſhoarld 
ot follow him ; may, inſtead of foNowing him , he'allows' thar 
hor. ſhould ciirle him with the reſt Malcdiction; . wirh'rhe ſe- 
vyere!t Anacthema. 
. How vehemently poſitive and expreſs is he m this Caſe! Gal.r. 
v. 8. Thus gh we, el from ach any her Goſpel w- 
to you Iu, wk uf. h Fa Ea kl wires jor , ler Bia be diecerſed? 
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when the Clyirch,of England ain its ancient Glory, when not 
bewirched, .and beguiled by.chs rPant's Subrilty, *when not cor- 
ruptedifraps che fimpyceny that 44.99 Chriſt, © OO 

Every private Cariltjan ig allowed to,try and judge for himſelf, 
to try rhe -Dottripes and. Praftices of Men by the Word of God, 
with the noble: Bereans,, to ſearch the Scriprures, whether "theſe 
things ace ſo./,*Tis nor enough that ſuch,or ſuch an eminene DJ. 
vine ſays or dos 1o and fo; he it an Apole, or an ApoPtolical Ma, 
of Pope, Or a Cardinal, a Bizhop, or a Presvyter, or Whoſoever hz 
be, .thar makes the greacel} hgure for Learning and Piety ; if he 
recedes from his owa Principles, which he has gelivered and we 
received as Principles of Honeity and Juſtice, and*connſonant to 
the Rules of the Golpgl; it he ſpeaks and acts contradictori;y and 
inconfiltencly with himſelf, and the Standard, the, Rule of Gotp-l 
Faich and-Manners; follaw bin nor, rene > im; conform not to * 
Lis Example; (4-e. in thoſe Inſtances of his Ertour,) he is an Toni 
fangs, a deceitfnll Light; he will lead you into Bogs and Pires, and 
upon the Precipice of D2itruction. PI not fallow an Apaſtie any 
tarihgr than he follows Chriſt ; for Man, and the b-ſt of Men, is 
bur a fallble Creature,, Be followers of mz, ſays St. Paul, as fir 


-, So the. Apeſtle directs the Hebrew ans , MIC. 
aving in the former verſe exhorted them to follow che example of 
the Sams xaphiom be Byſers lon gf. 
that the. Example af.che Saintsis hut the Ex: 
therefourg 
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who for the 11y, that was {et before him, endured. the Croſs, deſpiſing the 
A » (nds Jer doin at 18 hand of rhe Throne of God. Neb 


Bat Fehur's in Heaven, whom then miſt we follow vpon Barth? 


I Anfirer. Follow vour fpiritnal Gitides (hongh miſtakenin 
other things (as far as they ſolow Chrift, who is the way, 'the Truth, 
and the Life, Lu,Ged be er, il ond exby) Man a Lyar. rich will ffand 
though M0 fall, bcing !:ke the, . Lreat Mountans which God hath 
Eltabliſhed for ever. 

RK! | is unacconntable folly arid rhadheſs rherefore, fo renonnee the 
Truth of God , Ltcaule of the Erronrs of hen, who are Fanity 
and's Lie, to alxanden Re! pom becanſe of thre tailings of the Reli. 
£!OUS, Tis tinrealdnabe to Hſert a Chttrelr becarne of che miſcar-- 
riage of ſome of her minilters, « ſpectally fuch a Church (as ours of 
Eng; and is) which by p aineſt and clearelt Title is Hcir apparent to 
the tfne and Right full tnccelionr to that of which Chrilt himiclt is 
the Cliet corner ſtone: AChuch fi:fhen ntly purged from the Re- 
maindcr of the He athe ih and fewib Rites, ard the corriprions 
ond ſuperſtitions of Reme, by Him w boje fan is m bis hand, and ho 
bath thrtiig 7 view lis Evage 
gclical Icourge bath driven "the pri fane out of tis Ho tc or Prayer, 
which they made a Den of Thiexes. A Church whole Doctrine is 
Orchodox, whoſe Worſhip is Pramit.ve and Apoſtolical, whoſe Cere- 
monies arc fewand modeſt, decent and fſignhicant, w hoſe Govern. 
ment 1s prudent and moderate, neither too ſevere nor to0 looſe; 
ncither Tyrannical nor Licentiovs: In a word, a Church keg ping 
the Golden Mean berwcen Scilla and \Corpbdis, the dangerous Ex- 
etremes of Superitition and Enthuſiaſm, And they who baſely deferr 
and forſake ſich a Church, the Curie of a provoked God arid an A- 

buled Viother will light upon them. 

And though ſome of her Sos have given Scandal ard Ottence, 
(though that is no Cn—— to defert the Church, yertTl 
dare*affirm that there is a En/iderable Number (though per haps it can- 
not be ſaid as Ged aid to Elijah when be ccmplamed the Children of I'rael 
have forſaken thy Covenan!, thrown diwn the Altars, and flam hy Pro. 

pher wuth the Sword, and I yen I only am left, and they ſeek my life 
fo take it awa) whom God c« mforted with this A(ſurance, yet I have left 
LOS 
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Me 7000 in Ifra?!, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and eve- 
Ty mouth which bath not kiſſed bim,) yet, 1 fay, I dare affirm, thar 
there is aconſiderable number of as great and good, and pious, and 
as learned men,who have not flinched or itirred a fittle from ch-01d 
Goſpel Loyal Principles of the Charch of England. 
* And though in following their Principles (to uſe the words of 
« 2 Reverend Divine) they endanger theig worldly Intereſt, and 
« fail under the Diſgrace of a Rabbl- and the Perſecurion of a 
« prevailing Fattion, yet their very Enemies will be forced to reve- 
« rence and honour them, to acknowledge that they are conitant, 
&« and brave, and honeit, and refigned to their own Principlcs. 
* Who, rem-mbver, - had once the Rule over you, who have ſpo- 
* ken unto. you the Word of God, whoſe Faith follow. 


